This is a critical abstract of an economic evaluation that meets the criteria for inclusion on NHS EED. Each abstract contains a brief summary of the methods, the results and conclusions followed by a detailed critical assessment on the reliability of the study and the conclusions drawn.
Methods used to judge relevance and validity, and for extracting data
Not reported.
Number of primary studies included
Approximately two studies were included.
Methods of combining primary studies
Investigation of differences between primary studies
Results of the review
0.08% of the population was at risk. The number of staff and patient incidents per annum was 1.9 and 2, respectively. The proportion of health care workers who had an incident in the past was 66%. The probability of a positive antibody test after a negative screening result was 0.78. The probability of a negative test after a positive screening result was 0.007. The seroconversion rate was 0.9. The seroconversion programme lasted for 10 years.
Methods used to derive estimates of effectiveness
Questionnaires were sent to 160 general, teaching and specialist hospitals. Data provided by 39 hospitals were used in the model.
Estimates of effectiveness and key assumptions
46% of hospitals recorded no incidents of varicella in 1994, and 54% reported at least one incident. Across all respondents, the mean number of incidents was 3.9. The index case was a patient or visitor to the hospital in a mean of
